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Abstract:

According to the laws, making master plans is one of the major responsibilities of
local governments. Considering the challenges of market economy and the latest
rapid spatial growth, the process of plan-making by Chinese local governments is
worth further in-depth observations. First, we rethink the role of Chinese master
plans and the mechanism of implementing master plans. Then, the story behind the
making of the current master plan of Guangzhou is to be told, including the
challenges the city faced, the countermeasures put forward by the government and
the process of implementation. Third, the process of making a new version of the
master plan is discussed. The methods and new pressing problems are the main
issues. The seminar will conclude with a discussion on the complexity of the master
plan-making process and Chinese planning system.
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